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CARLOS BUNGA PRESENTS A NEW INSTALLATION IN THE ROTUNDA OF THE SCHIRN 
RESPONDING TO THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE PUBLIC SPACE 
 

CARLOS BUNGA 
I ALWAYS TRIED TO IMAGINE MY HOME 
FEBRUARY 18–MAY 22, 2022 
PRESS PREVIEW (CARLOS BUNGA + WALK!):  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2022, 11 A.M. 
 
From February 18 to May 22, 2022, the Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt presents the site-specific work 
I always tried to imagine my home by Carlos Bunga (*1976), specially developed for the Schirn 
Rotunda. With his architectural installations, the Portuguese artist creates temporary works that 
focus on becoming and perishing and react to existing spatial structures. At times monumental,  
his constructions duplicate the space in which they are shown: they position themselves in front of 
walls—obscuring and transforming them—and enable a dialogue between architectures. 
 
Carlos Bunga defines his art as nomadic. The instability of habitats, displacement, and migration 
have a formative effect on the work of the artist, whose mother fled to Portugal from Angola to 
escape the civil war. “My house,” says the artist, “has no doors or windows, no stairs or yard, no 
ceiling or rooms, no tables or cupboards, no chairs or paintings. My house is the people I love.” 
His architectural installations challenge ideas of security and the certainty of human and material 
existence, instead suggesting that the only constant is perpetual change. In his expansive works, 
the artist uses simple materials such as cardboard panels and tape. Their everyday usage, mostly 
in connection with storage and transport, forms a bridge to the immediate reality of life. Following 
a modular vocabulary of forms, his constructions integrate natural materials and pick up on the 
formal features of their respective surroundings. The works undergo a transformative process that 
begins with their inception, continues as they weather in outdoor spaces, and ends with their 
dismantling by the artist. 
 
For the Rotunda at the Schirn, Bunga has devised a new installation that responds to the specific 
architecture of the publicly accessible place. Pieces of old wooden furniture arranged in a circle 
form the foundation walls of a cardboard architecture that extends to a height of around eleven 
meters, reaching right beneath the dome and creating a counterpoint to the surrounding static 
architecture of stone and glass. The spatial quality of the work initiates an experience that is both 
physical and mental. Upon entering, the visitors activate the space. As a living part of the present, 
they move between the past—set in stone—and the idea of a possible future, thereby forming part 
of a constant process of change. The eventual dismantling of the work by the artist in a public 
performance represents a central part of the exhibition. 
 
The exhibition “Carlos Bunga. I always tried to imagine my home” is supported by the SCHIRN 
ZEITGENOSSEN. 
 
Dr. Philipp Demandt, director of the Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt: “With I always tried to imagine my 
home, Carlos Bunga has created an architectural intervention for the Rotunda of the Schirn that 
opens up a dialogue with the publicly accessible space. Visitors can participate by walking through 
the installation and comprehend the architecture’s inherent imaginings between stability and 
decay, as well as explore their personal position.” 
 
Matthias Ulrich, curator of the exhibition: “Carlos Bunga develops a psychological idea of 
architecture in his works. His temporary constructions challenge the certainties of existing 
structures and confront them with visions of a future and constant change. His materials allude to 
temporality, fragility, and memory, anticipating the process of change as an essential part of the 
installation, right up to its destruction by the artist.” 
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Carlos Bunga (*1976, Porto, Portugal) studied painting at the Escola Superior de Arte e Design in 
Caldas da Rainha in Portugal. He then expanded his practice to include conceptual, performative, 
and installation-based approaches. Since the mid-2000s, he has become internationally known in 
particular for his site-specific installations and performances. Bunga has exhibited in numerous 
institutions in Europe, the United States, and Latin America, and has also realized several large-
scale projects in public spaces. Most recently in 2020, he exhibited at the Whitechapel Gallery in 
London, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Toronto, and the Vienna Secession. He lives and 
works near Barcelona. 
 
Carlos Bunga’s installation in the Rotunda will enter into a dialogue with the Schirn’s international 
group exhibition “WALK!,” presented contemporaneously. 
 
The exhibition is supported by the SCHIRN ZEITGENOSSEN, a circle of private sponsors of 
contemporary art at the Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt. The Schirn wishes to thank Jan Bauer and 
Lena Wallenhorst, Oliver and Nicole Behrens, Olaf Gerber and Nicole Emmerling de Oliveira, 
Markus Hammer and Birgit Heller, Björn and Kim Robens, Jörg Rockenhäuser and Vasiliki Basia, 
Reiner Sachs and Brigitta Bailly, and Julia Schönbohm and Ralf Böckle for their commitment. 
 
In the Rotunda of the Schirn, contemporary positions have already been presented by, among 
others, Caroline Monnet (2020), Karla Black (2019), Maria Loboda, Neϊl Beloufa (2018), Philipp 
Fürhofer, Lena Henke (2017), Rosa Barba, Peter Halley (2016), Heather Phillipson, Alicja Kwade 
(2015), Andreas Schulze (2014), Yoko Ono (2013), Bettina Pousttchi (2012), Barbara Kruger 
(2010), Eva Grubinger (2007), Jan De Cock (2005), Ayşe Erkmen, and Olafur Eliasson (2004). 
 
LOCATION SCHIRN KUNSTHALLE FRANKFURT, Römerberg, 60311 Frankfurt am Main 
DURATION 18 February–22 May, 2022 INFORMATION www.schirn.de/en E-MAIL 
welcome@schirn.de TELEPHONE +49-69 29 98 82-0 FAX +49-69 29 98 82-240 ADMISSION 
free and without registration SAFETY AND SANITARY MEASURES In order to ensure a safe visit 
to the exhibition during the Corona pandemic, comprehensive protection and hygiene measures 
developed in accordance with the responsible authorities are in effect CURATOR Matthias Ulrich, 
Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt CURATORIAL ASSISTANT Marie Oucherif SUPPORTED BY 
SCHIRN ZEITGENOSSEN 
 
HASHTAG #CARLOSBUNGA #SCHIRN FACEBOOK, TWITTER, YOUTUBE, INSTAGRAM, 
PINTEREST, TIKTOK, SCHIRN MAGAZIN www.schirn.de/en/magazin  
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