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PRESS INFORMATION 
 
PAULA MODERSOHN-BECKER 
October 8, 2021—February 6, 2022 
 
The extensive retrospective at the Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt provides an overview of the 
complete works of Paula Modersohn-Becker (1876–1907) and demonstrates how resolutely the 
artist defied the social and artistic conventions of her time, thus anticipating central trends of 
modernism. No other woman artist of the classical modern period in Germany has achieved such 
legendary status in the public eye as Paula Modersohn-Becker. In her short lifetime, she created a 
comprehensive, even contradictory oeuvre that became a projection surface for over 100 years 
and continues to polarize to this day. Her works are unmistakably "feminine" and simultaneously 
rigorous, at times downright radically different from those of her contemporaries. From 1898 
onwards, she lived in the Worpswede artists' colony, interrupted by four longer stays in Paris. Her 
works were created in often solitary confrontation with older art history and current artistic trends, 
which she studied in the French metropolis. In the process, Modersohn-Becker found 
supratemporal, universally resonant motifs. In Frankfurt, the Schirn brings together around 120 of 
the artist’s paintings and drawings from all creative phases, including major works that are now 
considered "icons" of art history, such as the Self-Portrait on the Sixth Wedding Anniversary (May 
25, 1906). The exhibition presents an up-to-date view of the oeuvre of this early representative of 
the avant-garde. In addition to striking series and individual motifs, the presentation focuses in 
particular on Modersohn-Becker's extraordinary painting style, her artistic methods, and the 
contradictory reception of her work. 
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