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Goddess, she-devil, doll, fetish, nymphet, or wonderful dream creature—women were the central 
subject matter of Surrealist male fantasies. It was often only in the role of companion or model that 
female artists could succeed in penetrating the circle surrounding André Breton, the founder of the 
group of Surrealists. However, upon closer examination it becomes evident that the participation 
of women artists in the movement was considerably larger than is generally known or reported. 
The Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt is now presenting the female contribution to Surrealism for the 
first time in a major thematic exhibition. Female artists differed from their male colleagues above 
all in their reversal of perspective: they often embarked on a search for a (new) model of female 
identity by questioning their own reflection or by adopting different roles. Contemporary political 
events, literature, and non-European myths and religions are further subjects that the Surrealist 
women examine in their works. With some 260 impressive paintings, works on paper, sculptures, 
photographs, and films by 34 international artists, the exhibition reflects a diverse spectrum in 
terms of both style and content. Besides famous female artists such as Louise Bourgeoise, 
Claude Cahun, Leonora Carrington, Frida Kahlo, Meret Oppenheim, Dorothea Tanning, and 
Toyen, it also invites the visitor to discover numerous unknown but exciting artist personalities 
from more than three decades of Surrealist art, such as Alice Rahon and Kay Sage. 
 
An exhibition of Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt in cooperation with the Louisiana Museum of Modern 
Art, Humblebæk 
 
CURATOR Ingrid Pfeiffer, Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt  
 
VENUE SCHIRN KUNSTHALLE FRANKFURT, Römerberg, 60311 Frankfurt DURATION 
February 13–May 24, 2020 INFORMATION www.schirn.de E-MAIL welcome@schirn.de 
TELEPHONE +49.69.29 98 82-0 FAX +49.69.29 98 82-240 
 
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, YOUTUBE, INSTAGRAM, PINTEREST, SNAPCHAT schirnsnaps 
SCHIRN MAGAZIN www.schirn-mag.com  
 
PRESS Pamela Rohde (Head of Press/PR), Johanna Pulz (Deputy Head of Press/PR), Elisabeth 
Pallentin (Trainee) SCHIRN KUNSTHALLE FRANKFURT Römerberg, 60311 Frankfurt 
TELEPHONE +49-69 29 98 82-148 FAX +49-69 29 98 82-240 E-MAIL presse@schirn.de 


