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SCHIRN KUNSTHALLE FRANKFURT  
EXHIBITION PROGRAM 2012 

 

 

EDVARD MUNCH. THE MODERN EYE 
9 FEBRUARY – 28 MAY 2012 

 

Edvard Munch is acclaimed for his vivid Symbolist painting and regarded as a pioneer of 

Expressionism. Organized by the Centre Pompidou – Musée National d’art moderne in Paris, in 

cooperation with the Munch Museum in Oslo, the exhibition in the Schirn offers a novel view of his 

work. It is for the first time that Munch’s interest in modern techniques of creating pictures such as 

photography and film and modern stage designs is the focus of attention. His works reveal to what 

degree he adopted specifically photographic or filmic forms of composition and narration, poses, 

or even effects in his painting. Supplementing the presentation of about sixty paintings and twenty 

works on paper, one chapter of the show is dedicated to Munch’s own attempts in the field of 

photography and film. A further dimension of the exhibition reveals how the artist dealt with one 

and the same subject in drawing, photography, painting, graphic art, and sculpture. The artist’s 

frequent return to already rendered motifs provides a crucial key to the understanding of Munch’s 

work. 

 

Curators: Angela Lampe, Clément Chéroux (Centre Pompidou Musée national d’art moderne, 

Paris)  

Project director at the Schirn Kunsthalle: Dr. Ingrid Pfeiffer 

 

 

GEORGE CONDO. MENTAL STATES 
22 FEBRUARY – 28 MAY 2012 

 

Ironic, provocative, witty—since his beginnings in New York’s East Village in the early 1980s 

American artist George Condo has produced a distinctive body of work. His paintings, 

characterized by mordant humor, surrealist-tinged absurdity, and exuberant pathos, make 

repeated reference to the traditions of American and European art history of the last 500 years, 

from Velázquez by way of Picasso to Gorky. In partnership with the Hayward Gallery in London, 

the Schirn is pleased to present a comprehensive retrospective of Condo’s art. Condo works in a 

style that can be described as artificial realism, and both his paintings and sculptures display his 

ongoing examination of human physiognomy and all-too-human mental states. Organized 

thematically and stylistically in groups, sixty-six important paintings from different creative periods, 

as well as a selection of roughly ten sculptures and new works by the artist will be exhibited at the 

Schirn. 

 

Curator: Ralph Rugoff (Director, Hayward Gallery, Southbank Centre, London) 

Project directors at the Schirn Kunsthalle: Katharina Dohm, Heike Höcherl 
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BETTINA POUSTTCHI. FRAMEWORK 

19 APRIL – 17 JUNE 2012 

 

The Schirn Kunsthalle will present a new work by German-Iranian artist Bettina Pousttchi 

specifically designed for the exterior of the Schirn. Similar to her well-received installation Echo 

(2009–10) in Berlin—where she resurrected the just demolished Palast der Republik (the former 

East German parliament building) in the form of a monumental photo installation applied to the 

facade of the Temporäre Kunsthalle (Temporary Art Hall)—her Frankfurt piece will likewise cover 

a large portion of the building facade. Via her subject Pousttchi actively engages with the Schirn’s 

architecture and its historical and urban context. Serving as a basis of the work are the artist’s own 

photographs, which she adapts and manipulates. In their interlinking of architecture, sculpture, 

and photography Pousttchi’s monumental photo installations broaden the traditional understanding 

of photography. They examine the question of how to approach urban space and memory while at 

the same time exploring the temporal dimension of architecture 

 

Curator: Katharina Dohm (Schirn Kunsthalle) 

 

 

MICHAEL RIEDEL. KUNSTE ZUR TEXT 
16 JUNE – 9 SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

Recording – labeling – playback. Frankfurt-based artist Michael Riedel has been investigating the 

issue of reproduction and repetition since his first actions for the legendary Oskar-von-Miller-

Strasse 16, an art project he initiated at this Frankfurt address in 2000. This was the site of 

Riedel’s Clubbed Clubs and Filmed Films as well as of the Freitagsküche (Friday Kitchen), an 

event at the intersection of art and life that continues to this day. Riedel works with recorded 

conversations, films and performances, and with the exhibitions of other artists’ works. His 

creative method is based on the combination of these elements into ever new variations and on 

the transformation of one medium into another. Through the process of transcription, for example, 

Riedel transfers voice recordings into the visual realm, defamiliarizing and expanding them via 

technical means in order to ultimately reproduce them in a new reading or replay them. With 

Kunste zur Text the Schirn presents the first retrospective of Riedel’s work. 

 

Curator: Matthias Ulrich (Schirn Kunsthalle) 

 

 

JEFF KOONS 
20 JUNE – 23 SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

In the summer of 2012, the Schirn and the Liebieghaus Skulpturensammlung turn their attention to 

the work of American artist Jeff Koons (born in 1955), an artist who has been setting trends in the 

art world since the 1980s. The two simultaneous exhibitions dedicated to Koons’s oeuvre 

deliberately separate his sculpture and painting, presenting each in its own context. The Schirn 

presentation Jeff Koons: The Painter will focus on Koons’s structural development as a painter. In 

his monumental paintings—whose motifs draw upon the most varied sources of high and popular 

culture—both hyperrealistic and gestural features give rise to highly complex concentrations of 
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image and content. By contrast, in the exhibition Jeff Koons: The Sculptor at the Liebieghaus, both 

world-renowned and new sculptural works by Koons will enter into a dialogue with the historic 

building and its collection spanning 5,000 years of sculpture. 

 

Curators: Vinzenz Brinkmann (Liebieghaus Skulpturensammlung), Matthias Ulrich (Schirn 

Kunsthalle Frankfurt), Joachim Pissarro (New York) 

 

 

GUSTAVE CAILLEBOTTE 
AN IMPRESSIONIST AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
18 OCTOBER 2012 – 20 JANUARY 2013 

 

The Schirn will dedicate a comprehensive exhibition featuring numerous paintings and drawings to 

the French Impressionist Gustave Caillebotte. While a critical examination of Caillebotte is still in 

the early stages in Germany, this distinguished artist has already assumed his rightful place 

among an art loving public in France, Great Britain, and the United States. Caillebotte’s oeuvre 

provides new, fundamental, and complementary ways to approach French Impressionist painting: 

his radical, highly modern, and photographic-seeming depictions very convincingly reconstruct the 

close connection between photography and painting in the development of a new way of seeing. 

Many of Caillebotte’s works anticipate a photographic perspective—especially in the particular 

angle of view and the way the images are cropped, but also in their approach to themes like 

movement and abstraction—that does not emerge in the medium of photography until later. For 

this reason the exhibition will also incorporate outstanding examples of photography from the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and in so doing will provide a clear demonstration of 

Caillebotte’s role as trailblazer. 

 

Curator: Dr. Karin Sagner (Munich),  

Curator of photography: Dr. Ulrich Pohlmann (Münchner Stadtmuseum) 

Project director at the Schirn Kunsthalle: Kristin Schrader 

 
 

PRIVACY 
1 NOVEMBER 2012 – 3 FEBRUARY 2013 

 

Privacy – a notion from the past, or so it would seem these days. A word of hardly any relevance 

in an era when everything – from one’s favorite recipe to one’s current relationship status – is 

posted on Facebook. Exhibitionism, self-disclosure, the delight in telling stories , the pleasure in 

presenting oneself, and voyeurism are the social strategies in today’s world—a world that has long 

since undergone a structural transformation of the public sphere. In contemporary art, domestic 

scenes and personal secrets are mirrored in photographs, Polaroids, cell phone photos, objects, 

installations, and films. The familiar and intimate are put in the picture. Through a consideration of 

numerous contemporary approaches the Schirn investigates the dwindling private sphere and the 

“publicness of the intimate.” Aiming her camera through a rear courtyard window, Merry Alpern 

captures blurred scenes of hurried sexual encounters; in his romantic video piece Akram Zaatari 

explores an online chat between two men; and Fiona Tan combines private snapshots from 
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different countries to create large tableaux. The exhibition undertakes memorable excursions to 

the fragile borders between the self and the other.  

 

Curator: Dr. Martina Weinhart (Schirn Kunsthalle) 

 

 

YOKO ONO. HALF A WIND SHOW 
15 FEBRUARY – 12 MAY 2013 

 

Yoko Ono is one of the most influential artists of our time. On the occasion of her eightieth 

birthday, the Schirn is preparing an extensive retrospective. Through a consideration of 

characteristic works from the last sixty years, it will showcase the wide variety of media the artist 

has worked in, and the central themes of her oeuvre. Ono became well known in the early 1960s 

with her germinal work, which first appeared in New York and then in Japan.  This work included 

Instructions for Paintings, exhibited in 1961 and 1962, Cut Piece, and the publication of Grapefruit 

in 1964, which solidified that reputation. The exhibition takes a particularly close look at Ono’s 

works from the sixties and seventies, including her influence on Fluxus, Concept Art, 

Performance, Environments, film, music, her work for peace, and her role in pioneering those 

groundbreaking ideas. Several large installations and other current works will also be exhibited. 

 

Curator: Dr. Ingrid Pfeiffer (Schirn Kunsthalle) 

 

 

OPENING HOURS: TUESDAY, FRIDAY–SUNDAY FROM 10 A.M. TO 7 P.M.  
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY FROM 10 A.M. TO 10 P.M. 
 

TEXTS, IMAGES, AND FILMS FOR DOWNLOAD UNDER WWW.SCHIRN.DE/ PRESS 

 

 

PRESS OFFICE: Dorothea Apovnik (head Press/Public Relations), 
Markus Farr (press spokesman), Carolyn Meyding (press officer) 
SCHIRN KUNSTHALLE FRANKFURT, Römerberg, D-60311 Frankfurt, 
phone: (+49-69) 29 98 82-148, fax: (+49-69) 29 98 82-240,  
e-mail: presse@schirn.de, www.schirn.de (texts, pictures, and films 
for download under PRESS), www.schirn-magazin.de 
 


