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PRESS INFORMATION 
 

LYONEL FEININGER 
RETROSPECTIVE 
OCTOBER 27, 2023 – FEBRUARY 18, 2024 
PRESS PREVIEW, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2023, 11 A.M. 
 
The German-American artist Lyonel Feininger (1871–1956) is a classic name in modern art. The 
Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt is dedicating the first major retrospective in Germany in over twenty-
five years to this important painter and graphic artist, portraying a comprehensive and surprising 
overview of his creative work. Feininger is famous for his paintings of buildings, crystalline 
architectures in unmistakable monumentality, and harmonious colors. However, today’s approach 
often overlooks the originality and wealth of artistic facets in his oeuvre, which reflects many 
aspects of modernism. The Schirn presents main works which are seldom on view and also little-
known series like the artist’s recently rediscovered photographs. At an early stage, Feininger 
developed a highly individual illustrative style as a graphic artist and caricaturist. In addition to 
central works from his early figurative phase, including political caricatures, humorous-grotesque 
townscapes, and carnivalesque figures, the exhibition also illustrates his role as one of the first 
Bauhaus instructors and as a master of graphic techniques such as the drawing and the woodcut. 
A particular focus lies on Feininger’s pivotal works from the 1930s and his exile in America. The 
exhibition illuminates important themes and lines of development with over 160 paintings, 
drawings, caricatures, watercolors, woodcuts, photographs, and objects that make Feininger’s 
work distinctive and unique. 
 
The exhibition is supported by the Hessische Kulturstiftung and the Ernst Max von Grunelius-
Stiftung, with additional support by the Fraport AG, the Fontana Stiftung and the Georg und 
Franziska Speyer’sche Hochschulstiftung. 

 

CURATOR Dr. Ingrid Pfeiffer, Schirn Kunsthalle Frankfurt  

 
LOCATION SCHIRN KUNSTHALLE FRANKFURT, Römerberg, 60311 Frankfurt am Main 
DURATION October 27, 2023 – February 18, 2024 INFORMATION www.schirn.de EMAIL 
welcome@schirn.de TELEPHONE +49.69.29 98 82-0 FACEBOOK, TWITTER, YOUTUBE, 
INSTAGRAM, PINTEREST, TIKTOK, SCHIRN MAGAZIN www.schirn.de/en/magazin  
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